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Abstract

This thesis describes a synthetic strategy that provides all eight possible
isomers of a given vic-amino alcohol starting from vinylepoxides. The usefulness
of a general route is evident as several isomers are needed in investigations of
structure-activity relationships for pharmacologically active derivatives and for
optimizing the performance of chiral ligands containing the amino alcohol
moiety. Vinylepoxides, obtained in high enantiomeric excess, were ring-opened
both with inversion and retention of stereochemistry, delivering two
diastereomeric amino alcohols with high selectivity. Via ring-closure to aziridines
and subsequent regioselective ring-opening with suitable oxygen nucleophiles, the
two remaining amino alcohols were selectively achieved.

As an integrated part of this strategy, a detailed study of the microwave-
assisted aminolysis of vinylepoxides yielding vicinal amino alcohols is presented.
Compared to previous methods, this procedure uses milder reaction conditions,
shorter reaction times, generally gives higher yields and is applicable to a larger
set of substrates.
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